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o Go Bell and Eo L. Jones, JIr., qualiriea voters and eitizena of
Jefforson G@mntyg presented to us on July i@g 1@3@9 @ p6tion f@r l@av@u
to file a potition for mendamus and othep r@l&@f aga@nst the G@ve?aar§4

the Attorney G@n@ralg the State Democratie Eﬁ@@mtiv@ L@mmit @@ and ﬁﬁ@;ﬁ;_:f
members, the members of the Jefferson County Q@m@@f&%ﬁ@ uxecutiv@ &@mmff; ,\
' mittﬂeg'am@ the various electien offieers of Jo ff@y@@n Countyo The

meabers of the respondent coumittee ave ﬁﬂﬂ@@g snd the lisﬁ of r@sg@n"”

Gents embrace apuraxim&t@ly 200 momes. o .-ffé , R

the motlon for leave to filo 49 a@c@mp&m&@@ by %m@ p@ﬁi%ﬂ@ﬁ f@m mamm
dewus and on elaborate and able argumsnt on the &&w questi@n imwmlv@ﬁa
The petition shows th&% the remlﬁors,pr@ N@gr@@@§ awﬁ,its obje@t is t@
invoke the Jurisdiction of this Court r@cuﬁrﬁﬂg the r@spanaents t@‘ﬁew
mit the relators to vote in the D@m@eratie prﬂm&rﬂ@ﬁ bf this wtatesﬁth
first of which is to be held July‘ze, 1934, B

The relators aliege tha% the Demoeratie Pawty iglmn orvanized polimfA

tical party, and is the pred@mi&ant one in the 8%&%@ o Texase They
algo says | . v - fﬁﬁ .

"Plaintiffe further ellege that they arve m@mb@rﬁ @f the Demecrati@
party and voted as such for the candidates of seid party at the geﬁerai,\
election held in November, 1882, whereat the President of the United

States and féderal, state, count ty and precinet officers were elected,
to the offices now held by them respectively. That Plaintiffs are. ad«
herents to the tements of the Demoeratic Party snd stund ready snd wille .
ing to take amy cath opr pledge required of Demoeratiet or to do. anything B
else they dre l@g&lly required te do under the lows of Lhe State of Texas
and oy the United Stazes in order to demonstrate tholr stherence to the . -
Demovratie Party, and that they desire to vote iu sel€ primery election »
to be held on Jmly B8, 1934, all of which- Inforsa t36mn) the plelntiffs have -
conveyed to the defendants who refuse to allow them. tg vote in the Deme= = .
cratic primary, and plaintiffs allege that the vefuss aforessid of dee . -
fendants to permit them to vote in the Demoaratie priharies aforesald .
is predi@aﬁ@d solely mp@n th@ fa@t %h&% %h@ p&a&mt&@fa are: ﬁegr@@a@

denydng, or will deny, the r@i@%@&a the ﬁ&ght o §§t@$ b@@aﬁ@@ @f a'f

rasaluti@@ p&as@ﬁ by the St&t@ QomVﬁatiaﬁ @f sh@ &ﬁm&l"
Togas &m %&y B4, 1952@ whi@h g@&@@a |
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"Be 4t ha&@lV@d9 that all vadte citizons @f the ﬁt&&@ @& i@xaﬁ~wk@w
are gualified to vote under the Constitution and laws of Texas shall

bg eligible for membership in the party, am& EY du@m @iigib&@ f@@ parg
ticipation in the priMarieﬁa

This resolution was passa@ by the Bem@craﬁi@ G@ﬁv&ﬁﬁi@a whi@h wnet 2
Houston for the purpose of electing uelegatsg to th@ ﬂ&tﬁ@&ﬂlnﬁﬁmV@ﬁﬁi'

of the Demosratic Party. It 46 slloged that %h@ @@ﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬁ@@ el b
tue of Art. 8167, Ra 809 whi@hg in 80 far as 8 Sﬁ@%@i@@nvantiﬁ

wernadg providess

"iny political arty d@airﬁng to eleet d@l@g&tesit@-a natiomul s
vention, shall hold & State conventlon at such place 48 may be desiy:
nated by the State executive committee of sald perty, on the faurt&
Tuesday in May, 1928, and every four yeers th@r@&fﬁ@y@~ Buid conven
tion shsll be composed of delogates duly eleected by tho voters of gaid
politiesl party in the seversl counties of the Stato &b prioary cenvens
tions g@ be held on Lh@ first Saturday in Hay, 19ﬂ$9 &nﬁ awawy f@uy y@ﬁ?@;_
thoreafter.®

Xn @@ﬁ@r tha% we may umderstamﬁ the qm@s%ﬁ@@ ﬁ@?@&@@d ﬁm %hﬁ@ GaBdy
i* is eggamﬁidl ﬁh&% we @3ﬁ¢@iy @@mp@ehwm@ the ma%uw@x®f &

party, such as the Democrstie Parsy.. First of a&ig i# ﬁ@ ;

cholece of those who compose 1%, Ho man ig @@mp@&l@@ by 1&@ %@ @@@@*

¢ member of a political pur&g; @wg af'ber having h@@@&% d@%h@;

him, snd may quit the parsy for 8RRy FO8scn, g@@@g bﬁ@g @$ 

or without cause, 4 politicsl party is the cﬁeati@m mf fﬂa@ mem, &@%&ﬂg

any department of the government,

Politiecal parti@s have“axﬁﬂt@df"

were accorded any polistieal rights.

It may be s&id t&at th@yjﬁrﬁgiﬂﬁﬁaﬁ

178%. 49 L@rpug Juris. p. 1075, sec. 153 Vaples w@» &&ﬁ?a@kg 3@@ ?@ﬁ@
5113 Koy vs. bchneiderp 110 Tezas, 369; bavis V$¢ ﬁamﬁriek@ 5@ 8
(Xy), 7793 Sehafer va Whipple, 55 Pee. (Cole), &3@5 gé@§1® =
62 doLallo (I1ldo); DLR Corpus Juris in tho &%wm@m @%m&
various definitions %o form 4ts text, and pl&imly @uﬁéaim@ ‘one
sion stated by us, that a political perty s a volunt Ty @rg&ﬂié&tﬂ@ﬁ
aggociation, the sutgrowth of fr@eg individual a@ti@ﬁi éﬁﬁ'ﬁ@ :

sive orgendzation under some statute. Corpus Juris &é@i&?@ﬁ&

“In the absence of & statutory defindtlen, regort is hadyta the gen
erally sccepted meaning of the term, whisch has been défined as on asso-
clation of voters believimg in eertain principles of éovernmant, forme

to urge the adoption and ex&@ﬁtﬁ@a @f aveh pwi@@i@&&ﬁ*i& g@v@r&mSﬁtél




(3)

. affairs through officers of like beliefs a body of men swssoeiated fog =
| the purpose ol furnishing and meintuining the prevalemee of certaln poli
| tieal principles or bellefs in the public policies of the governmenty a
' body of men united for promoting, by thelr joint endeaver; a saticual faée
| terest upon some particular principle im which they sre all agreedj &
| body ol people or society coniending for sntzgonlstic or rival opinien
or policies in & community or soclety, especially cmo of the oppesing
political orgonizations striving for supremacy im a statef s company. op
number of persons ranged on one side or united in opinion or design im
opposition to others in. the communitys 2 number of persond upited iu
opinion or action, as distinguished from or opposite to the rest of a
comuunity or association, ospecially one of the‘partﬁyunté'whieh‘awyeﬁﬁlﬁi
is divided on questions of public pelicy; those who favor, or are wnited
ews or oplnionsi s voluntary asseciation for poli-

to promote, c¢ertain vi
tical purposes; p.veluntary.g 225400 v

pat Sk SO

¢ Whers statule
define what shall constlituic 2 politieal party in cortain instances, am.
orgunization or combination of electors may gquelify as a political papty
in local matters, end yet comstitute part of agother political party om
nation&l issuce, or a political party for some purposes mbay net be suel
for other purpogses. And & collection of voters may constitude & political
party for local purpdaes without over having coopeyrstsd in pelitice. befores
But & more faction of sn establighed party will not constitute = dlstined
political pardty. Politicsl parties hove enloted in sone form wader all:
systems ol goverament where the people were accerded amy pelitileal rights
They originated in this country with the adoptien of the federsl conatis

tution in 1787. In a republican form eof government they tre 9815y
They resull from the veluantery sasocletion of electors. and do sef onidae
by _onaration _of jo the element of time iz not cssemtiel o the formadi

1t mey spring into sxistence frem the enigensies of &
particular election, snd with no intention of continving cfter the exdycidy
has passed. Hor can the number of voters that must unito in order te fora
& legal party be prescribed by lav without vielating one of the fundaments
theories of popular government, although many states, in regulating the..

nomination of candidates by poiitical parties, define a polltiesl pabty:
to be & political orgenization or combination of electors vhich hes cusd
a certzin percentage of the votes cast at some particular electisn. Te
what extent the rights of organized political partiss should be regile
ted by law is a matter of public polity to be determimed by the legisia
tive department--a matter which does not concern the courts. .In the.ube
sence of legislative ecnactment, & political party is governed by its own
usages and establisbes 1ts own rules. Certein powers aré inhorent im 4%
regardless of statutes. A political party is the Judge of the electidn
end qualification of its members. And the determination of who shald
reprosent it o3 its nominees is centrolled by the aetion ¢f the party
itself.® (Itelles ours) ¥ s R T TR

of o legal portys

In the case of Waples vg, Harpast, @m@?ag thig C@ﬁ?éfﬁﬁ'@ﬁ;@@,
Chief Justice Phillips, quoted with approval by @a@%ﬁ@é¢@§é@a¢6§a*

v8. Schnelder; eited above, declareds
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o A8 rivals for popular favor they strive st the general slevticns

the eontrol of the agencies of the povernment ecs the jacans éf provide
- ing & course for the govermment in accord with thelr p@lﬂk&calﬁyrincipﬁa@
| and the administration of those agencles by thelr own adhprents. Adeords.
. 4dng to the soundness of thelr principles and the wisdem of their pslicies
| they serve & great purpose in the life of o governmente B
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T @ne¥e The purpose of their primary electieas
le them to furnish their nominess as camdidates for the
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