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espondentsi

W.l. Bell and E. L. Jones, Jr., qualified voter and citi
Jeffers County, presented to us on y 19 19 m otio 'for1 ea
to filo a petition fr andamu and or relif aa st the Goenr
the Attorney general, the State Democrati Executip a ommit te
member , the members of the Jefferson County Democraic Eecut C
r tto, taniivarious eoctiO fero of j ' JoO tj T
memberof th respondet mittee are namedand the list of respon-
dents embrace approximately 200 ames e

The Motion for leavetofleis ccoPanie Wthe petition formea
a s and n laorat adabl t qet n

The petition hozs that the realtors re egroes, and its object is to
invoke the jurisdiction of this Court requiring t respondents to per
mit the relators to voteIi- the Democratie primaries Of this State, the
first of which is to be held July 28, 1934,

The relators allege that the Democratic Party is ah organized pOlie
tical party, and is the predmnat one in e State of Texas. They
also says

l a td Nofurthe alge t t tare mber f the Demortp artyan voted a such for the candidates of said p sty at the generalelection held in November, 1932, whereat the President of the UnitedStato and federal, state, county and precinct oficers were elected,to the offices now hold by tem respective That aplaintiff ra ndherents t the t ergtS t h Democratic ?arty d stind ready' and .wifein to taCOoany oath. or pledge required of Pm tle or to do: tel e they orlegallyequiredt d d r thy £ th Sta gTando teUnited StatesoxO ina iee.aotDemocratic Prtyantd hat teyde irentvte£ hi. Primeryelect onto be held nJuly2£,1934, a lof ht ainfmxt the plaintiffs haveconveyed t the defendants refuse to pallo am, vote i hcratic primary, and plaintiffs aflege that the refusal aforesaid t- deafend ts to perit them to Vote in the Deocratie pr aries aforesad. predicated solely pnthe fact tat te pa- tif are egroes."
Thepetition states bt ta

denying, or vrill deny, the are ight t l cause or a
resolution passed by the State hvention of tbeDdrtePryi
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"Beit, h olvd that all white i ti s t Stt are qualified to vote under the Constitution and laws of Ta habe lii for membership i the party, igibl or
ticipation in the primaries

This resolution was passed by the b eocratic venti widh a t
Houston for the purpose of electing delegates tohe atio 10 f
of the Democratic Party t i alleged a t c

tue of Art. 3167, R. o., which, in so far as State ov tion L&. +

corned, provides - §

"Any political party desiring to elect delegates .t a nati p t
vention, shall hold a State convention at such place he eay be deg g t
natod by the State executive committee of said party the fTuesday in May, 1928, and every four years thereafter, 14d v
tion shall be composed of delegates duly elect by the Vor sad
political party in the several counties of the State t pirye e
tions to be held On the first Saturday in lay, 1928, ,ad eve four yas
thereaf tera

In order that we may derstand the question n d
It is essential that e aoar com pr hod the oi of n
'aty 9 stc a h. De+ ati Pty. Fir of ll C ai 2' {

an association former of the free il and

choice of th who compose ito No a is oi . b( o@

member o f may join such a party for whatever res e go
him and may quit the party or any es god dirfe'ret

or without cause, A political party is the creation of ftee na

according to their own wisdom, and in no sense whatever the crekti @
any department of the gove ent, Political parties have exist T

country under Some form under all systems of goveret ha the gI
were accorded any political rights. It may be said that hj orig at

In the United states with th adoption of t Fdal Cn ti to .

1787. 49 Corpus Juris p& 1075, seco 15; aples V. rrastj

511; Koy vs. Schneider, 110 Texas, 369; 4'avjs vse oa;lric ,9 3

(Ky), 779; Schafer vs hipple, 55 Paco (Col), a ope v r<

62 Aotd1o (Ille,), 912 opa snth etn a ed ha oet

various definitions to fort its toxt, and play sus n t

sian stated by us, that a Political party is a volunt ry orga r
associati n, the outgrowth of free, individual acti a t a

aivo organization under some sta'tt. Copiu Juis d cl resft .. ',

oI h absence of£ statutory defin4 tion, resort is had to the geanorally accepted meanig of te ter, whiOh has been defined as anasso-~ciatin of voters believing in certain principles of government, farmedto urge the adoption ad exee tion f a eh principleAi goverxmetal
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affairs through officers of like belief; a body o e es c t
the purpose of urn ihing and main taii g the preyle
tical principles or beliefs in the public policies of the goem nt a
body o : men united for promoting, by their Joint endeavor tio In.
terest upon some particular principle i which they are alI agreed a:
body of people or society contending for antagonistic or rival opin ns
or policies in a community or society, especially o of the oppose
political organizations striving for supremacy in a state c pa or
umb er of persons ranged on one side or uited in n o si

opposition to others in the comm ty; a number o perso, united 4i
opinion or action, as distinguished from or opposite to the rest of a
community or association, especially one of the parts nt6 which a people
is divided on questions of public policy; those who f6vor or ar t
to promote, certain views or opinions; a voluntary association for poli

teAtL P oesc, racae ~ gl odeoxmet Dher stau

define what shall constitute a political party Incertain int es
organizati or combination of electors may quality as a political p t
in local matters, and yet constitute part of another political ty on
national issues or a political party for some purposes May not b ch
for other purposeso And a collection of voters may cons t Vtt t
party r oa p2rpse 4 Over ha cu o fO
But a mero at ion an eotablihd p aty ;11l not c>nstt a d'
political parTo Political par to have. xioted inii 1m A
systems of government where the people were accord a ot a
They originated in this co try with the adoption of the fede ral ca
tution in 1787. In a republic form of goverent ey are a nec eS.,
22E. -, - iftras""9, xgdhj yhimn ,ul ete jigt_'-c,_itt n

Rv-to o Ah he el)eet of time is niot .setia to th r o~t
of a legal paty It may spring Into "neo frem t tL OoW&.
particular election0 and with no Intentionf t th e
has passed Lor can the number of voters that must lnito . o9,t ' :
a legal party be prescribed by law without violating e of the frdament{
theories of popular government although many states i r eg t
nomination of candidates by political parties, define a political pag
to be a political organization or combination of electors which a, eas
a certain percentage of the votes cast at some particular eon To
chat extent the .rights of organized political parties should be gd
ted by law is a matter of public polity to be determined by the, legisea
tive department--a matter which does, not concern the courts. In thO. abV
sence of legislative enactment, a litical party is governed by its o
usages and establishes its own rules. Certain powers are inherent kt
regardless of statutes. A political party is the Judge of the elect :
and qualificatik of its members, And the deter rnat of
represent it as its nominees is controlled by the aetion of the atitself oa (Italics our )

Inthe caso of aple vs.L Sarat sur thsC Crt isanoi

Chief Justice Phillips, quoted with approval by Jutice Green

vs. Schneider, cited above, declared

"A -pfitwi<Lu ! .:A o- -2 .As1 HLL dha(l 'dE - > ,1r

ten:t As rivals for po ar favor they strivat erl it
for the control of the agencies of the government as the beans Of prvd
ing a course for the government in accord with their ticl princi le
and the a stration of those agencies by their O parents. Aerd
ing to the soundness of their principles and the id f thet liei
thy serve a groat purpose in the life of goveat j

A.E The purpose of their primary elections
is merely tb able them ofrihternmneeoeniao o h
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